
How to leave a gift in
your Will to charity

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW



Think about what issues you most care about and what you might like
to be remembered for by future generations. 

Make note of the legal charity name, address and registered charity
number to make sure there’s no ambiguity when it comes time to include
your charity/charities.

Learn about the different types of gifts you can leave in your Will and
decide which is right for you. See more information on the page over.

Look up your charity’s preferred wording for leaving a gift in your Will.
Use the exact language so there is no ambiguity in your Will.

It’s a good idea to consult an independent solicitor or qualified legal
advisor when making or revising your Will. 

Discuss your decision with your family and loved ones. This will
ensure they understand and support your reasons for choosing to help
your charity in such a powerful way. 

Let your charity know that you’ve thought of them in your estate plans.
Charities will want to thank you, plus it gives you the opportunity to
discuss how you’d like your bequest to be used.
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

How to leave a gift in your Will
to charity

Tip: You can look up your charity's details online at the Australian
Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission > acnc.gov.au

Did you know: If you are editing an existing Will, it may be possible to
add a Codicil at the end, adding your elected charity as a beneficiary.
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Whole estate
 

This gift comprises your entire
Estate/everything you own and is
usually left by those without family
or other preferred beneficiaries, or
those wanting to achieve something
very significant with their gift.
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Residual gift
 

One of the most common ways to
leave a charitable gift in your Will, a
residual gift is the remainder of your
Estate after you’ve taken care of
your loved ones or other
beneficiaries and paid out any other
financial commitments.

Percentage or fractional
 

Also common, this gift is expressed
as a percentage or fraction of your
Estate; for example, 2% to your
chosen charity. This is a fluid
amount that changes based on
factors like inflation, property value
and changes to the value of your
Estate over time.

Pecuniary or specific
 

This gift nominates a specific
amount or a specific item to give.
This can come from your bank
account, from selling assets such as
property or shares, or by nominating
an item/s to give like a car, jewellery
or artwork. This is a fixed amount
that won't change over time.

Your Estate includes any property you own at a given stage, including
houses, money, belongings, shares, cars and investments.

What is your "Estate"?
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Types of gifts you can leave in
your Will
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What kinds of gift can I include in
my Will?

Residual gift: when you leave the
remainder of your Estate to your
charity/charities after you’ve taken care
of your loved ones and paid out any
other financial commitments.

Percentage or fractional gift: when
you leave a percentage or fraction of
your Estate to your charity/charities; for
example, 2% to Ethiopiaid Australia. 

Pecuniary or specific gift: when you
nominate a specific monetary amount
or a specific item to give (this amount
can come from your bank account,
from selling assets such as property or
shares, or by nominating an item/s to
give like a car, jewellery or artwork).

Whole estate gift: when you give your
entire Estate (money, property, shares,
cars etc.) to your chosen
charity/charities.
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Why should I leave a gift in my Will to
charity?
By leaving a gift in your Will to charity,
you ensure the values you hold dear
can live on and help the next
generation. Often, many of us are
unable to give as generously during our
lives as we might like to. Leaving a gift
in your Will is a powerful way to support
charities you’ve always wanted to help
but haven’t yet been able to, or to make
a lasting difference to a charity or a
cause you’ve championed your whole
life. 

!

Frequently asked questions

How do I make or change my Will? 

A good place to start is to consult an
independent solicitor or qualified legal
advisor. This ensures your Will is
legally correct and best reflects your
intentions. If you are editing an existing
Will, it may be possible to add a Codicil
at the end; for example, where you can
add your elected charity as a
beneficiary. What type of gift is preferred when

writing a charity into my Will? 

While any gift is greatly appreciated, a
percentage gift is preferred. It
automatically adjusts to changes in the
value of your Estate and even if you
don't know what the value of your final
Estate will be, leaving a percentage
ensures no one misses out.
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Frequently asked questions

What kind of wording should I have
in my Will?

Many charities ask that you keep the
wording in your Will as general as
possible. For us, as advances are made
in Ethiopia and needs change over time,
this means your gift can go towards the
children, women and communities who
need your help the most. 

See the following page for some
suggested legal wording.

Can I specify how my gift is used?

You can, although it’s worth keeping in
mind that most gifts left in Wills aren’t
realised for years. If you choose to
keep your gift more general (for
example; for areas of greatest need in
Ethiopia), you can ensure your gift has
the maximum impact. 

We've put together an "impact" booklet
to show you some of the different ways
a gift in your Will could be used in
Ethiopia. To be sent your
complimentary booklet, simply call or
email Donor Relationship Manager,
Lisa Coulthard (03) 9864 6068 or
lisa@ethiopiaid.org.au.

Can my gift remain anonymous? 

Most charities would value the chance
to thank you privately. If you decide to
leave a gift in your will to Ethiopiaid
Australia and prefer it to be anonymous,
of course we will respect your wishes
and hold your details in confidence. 

What if I want to or have included
other charities in my Will already?

This is very common in Australia, and
another benefit of leaving a percentage
or fractional gift.

You can choose the causes or charities
you care most about and give them
each a percentage of your remaining
Estate, after you’ve taken care of loved
ones and paid any expenses. You can
give the same percentage to each
charity, or prioritise the amount you give
each based on what matters most to
you.

Do you need to be well-off to leave a
gift in your Will?

Not at all. Every gift, no matter how big
or small, has a powerful impact for your
nominated charity/charities. 

For example, if you leave 98% of
everything you own to your loved ones,
giving the remaining 2% to Ethiopiaid
Australia, you’d be making an amazingly
generous gift. 
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Legal wording for your Will

As advances are made in Ethiopia and needs change over time, we ask that you keep
the wording in your Will regarding your gift to Ethiopiaid Australia as general as possible.
This means your gift can go towards the children, women and communities who need
your help the most.

Please note that these examples are suggestions only. We cannot provide you with legal
advice, so please make sure to seek your own independent advice as well. 

Residual OR percentage gift to
Ethiopiaid Australia Foundation

“I GIVE to Ethiopiaid Australia
Foundation, (ABN 78 821 615 548), the
residue or __________% (insert
percentage) share of my residuary estate
for its general purposes. I declare that the
written receipt of the Executive Director,
Secretary or other authorised officer of
Ethiopiaid Australia Foundation shall be
an absolute discharge of this gift to the
executor(s) or trustees.”

Pecuniary gift to Ethiopiaid Australia
Foundation

“I GIVE to Ethiopiaid Australia
Foundation, (ABN 78 821 615 548), the
sum of $__________ for its general
purposes. I declare that the written
receipt of the Executive Director,
Secretary or other authorised officer of
Ethiopiaid Australia Foundation shall be
an absolute discharge of this gift to the
executor(s) or trustees.”

Legal charitable name: Ethiopiaid Australia Foundation

Address: Level 3, 484 St Kilda Road, Melbourne VIC 3004 Australia

Registration number/ABN: 78 821 615 548

Please let us know if you have included or intend to include Ethiopiaid Australia in your
Will. It helps us plan for the future and ensures your gift makes the biggest and longest-
lasting impact.

Contact: Lisa Coulthard, Donor Relationship Manager 
Ph: 03 9864 6068 | E: lisa@ethiopiaid.org.au



Imagine what kind of legacy you can
create with a gift in your Will.

“If you’re going to live, leave a legacy. Make a
mark on the world that can’t be erased.”

 
– Maya Angelou
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